

Brookhaven Village Association / Brookhaven Hamlet Foundation
Monthly Board Meeting
December 11, 2024

Attendance
	•	BVA Directors, Officers and Employees present: Dave Anderson Chris Bland, Kris Holmberg, Aileen Kokell Andrew Komosinski, Andy Lovito,  Julia Villacara, Karin Wagner, Lynda Wagner, Steve Young
	•	BVA Directors, Officers and Employees excused absence: Kristin Kirk Murphy, Kevin Glynn,Andrew Komosinski,Mike Martens, Janet Quirk. 
	•	Public Attendance: Ed Chiofolo

Opening Remarks
	•	President Julia Villacara opened the meeting at 7:34 pm.
Prior Month’s Minutes Reviewed
	•	November Minutes reviewed: Motion made to accept the Minutes by Steve Young.  Seconded by Dave Anderson.  Motion carried.  All in favor.
Treasurer’s Report
	•	Brookhaven Village Association: Julia reviewed the BVA report provided by Janet Quirk in advance. (see document)
	•	Brookhaven Hamlet Foundation Treasurer’s Report (see document)
Correspondence
	 IRS notice was for 3rd Qtr 2021.  The credit of $1040.90 were funds that were submitted with the “missing” return.

Events
	•	None
Newsletters
	•	Clipper Courier received.
	•	Boys and Girls Club Newsletter received.
Donation Solicitations
	•	No solicitations received. 
	•	BHF solicitations - Janet recommends mailing it out in January to repeat donors, Board members agreed.
1st Community Participation/Comment
	•	Community Announcements and comments were invited from the public. There were no comments.
Finance Committee- Kevin Glynn
	•	Kevin was not present. He will email out update to directors
Squassux Landing Committee- Andy Lovito
	•	Andy has nothing to review re: new expenses Has some maintenance incidentals that would cost roughly $30 dollars around ice eater maintenance.
	•	Discussed the KC Irrigation that takes care of the water system, seasonal turning on and blowing it out in the winter. Discussion around his cost, @ $1000.00. KC Irrigation installed the system. He maintains the water system. Several members believe he does a good job and is local.
	•	Discussion about the gate costs and if we sought several quotes on gate maintenance.  We use a company in Center Moriches, Craftsmen Fence, that has been operating 30 years. They had assessed the prior situation. They charge 150.00 for a service call. We should always be looking at different companies and getting the best prices for services.  Andy reviewed that he called several vendors and liked Craftsmen, who are responsive, affordable and local. Another company had overbid the gate issue and said we needed a new gate; it was Craftsmen that had been reasonable and had indicated that we only needed a new part. 
	•	Most lights are turned off, the one by security booth is still on. Some boats are still in the water. Some winter invoices were sent out. Roughly three boats will stay for the winter.
	•	Discussion about possibility of providing winter storage. Directors do not believe we are set up for that. But everyone agreed it could be discussed in the future, in order to get revenue coming in. A section would need to be prepared.
	•	Saturday morning ice- easter install.  Discussion about correspondence, it is this Saturday to put the ice eaters into the water.  $50.00 gift card will be given to to Georgie Von Barteld Jr. as a thank you for use of his boat assisting in installs.
Quality of Life Committee- Julia Villacara
	•	Kris H. mentioned that he followed up withTown regarding the dead tree in the cemetery, it was assessed and needs to come down.  This will get done. 
	•	The “watch your speed” sign on Fire Place Neck Road outside of Brookhaven Elementary is still out. Julia updated the group that Town Traffic Safety Department is waiting on a part and she will follow-up with that. PSEG does not maintain those sign as a public participant erroneously stated in November’s meeting. Julia spoke with PSEG and was directed to Town Traffic Safety.It was explained that a third party contractor was waiting on a part to fix sign.
	•	Aileen brought up a discussion about speed of cars and why there isn’t a crossing guard at Beaver Dam and Fire Place and Beaver Dam and South Country.  Action Item: Aileen will contact the 5th precinct for crossing guards. She will report back to the group.
	•	 South County School District Resource Network monthly meeting in which multiple local organizations meet with School Superintendent, Next meeting Monday morning, Aileen and Julia will attend this Monday 10 am. They will report back.
	•	Holiday Cheer this Saturday –set up at 2:15 pm. Partnering with CEED (ornament table), BFL (card making station), Boy Scouts (hot cider), Jim’s Deli (hot chocolate), treats by Sweet Moments baking purchased ($250). Aileen recruited local Girl Scouts to help out too. Mel Morin will sing carols at 4. Food for Mary Immaculate Pantry, used bedding and towel for Brookhaven Animal Shelter and teen Toys for Lighthouse Mission collections..
	•	The gazebo has been decorated in the park.
	•	We have merchandise, hoodies and shirts. Julia plans to have a sale at the Annex next Wed at 6 pm to 8 pm.  Discussed selling boat flags in the future. Action Item: Aileen will share at least one company she is aware of that makes these pendant flags.
	•	Julia to research costs involved with moving the web site in the future to Square, as it would enable us to sell merchandise all year long.
	•	Discuss raffle boat slip, winner would get refunded. Drawing possibly at 80th Anniversary at Squassux. Money for erosion project. Raffle cost would be set for $50.00.  Plan to sell raffle tickets at the boaters meeting. We will need to sell 15 tickets to make this financially feasible. 
	•	Kris H. brought up liter piling up behind Wertheim Gate at end of Beaver Dam Road. Action item: Julia will reach out to Wertheim to get key to gate to do a cleanup behind the fence.

Land Use-John Knapp
	•	Nothing to report. John sent Julia an email re: nothing to report.
Virginia Brown Scholarship- Janet Quirk
	•	Nothing to report.
Nominations Committee- Dave Anderson
	•	Nothing to report.
By-Laws Janet Quirk
	•	Nothing to report. We will review the by-laws January/February. 
Newsletter-Kevin Glynn/Karin Wagner
	•	Confirm the deadline Second week of April) for articles for Newsletter. Kevin is sharing the process with Karin, as she takes on this new role.  Release late April, early May. Dedicating it all to Squassux to the Anniversary, Mary sent in a history, erosion project, Squassux Fair, Boat raffle.
	•	Spring Edition will be dedicated to Squassux for the 80th Anniversary. Asking community member to send family photos for phot spread.  
Virginia Brown Scholarship- Janet Quirk
	•	Nothing to report.
Unfinished Business
Board review of annual donations
	•	Recommendation to see year over year donations reflected on list moving forward
	•	Changes to our annual donations:
	◦	Remove Brookhaven Community Coalition for $150
	◦	Donate  $150 to Lighthouse Mission
	◦	Increase South Country Ambulance to $150 
	◦	All else stays the same
Surcharge Discussion
Kris H brought up considering charging a percentage. Many members did think that this was a fair approach, and there had been a prior discussion, mostly around kayaks being charged less than boats. This then brought up boats of different sizes is also an issue. This led Kris H to bring up the approach of charging a percentage of the slip/ramp/rack fees for everyone.
Squassux Committee will meet and review, come up with percentages and total footage to generate a Squassux Preservation Fee, and present options at the next meeting. Action Item; Steve offered to get in touch with Andrew and Mike and Squassux Committee will meet and generate a proposal for the next meeting.

2nd Community Participation/Comment
	•	50/50 raffle
	•	A report that a yellow sailboat was getting power washed in the marina, no one knew the boat, someone passed around a picture. Apparently the trailer and car had Jersey plates. Will consider adding no power washing permitted to marina rules.

	•	Meeting adjourned at 9:35 pm

Respectfully submitted, 
Karin Wagner, Covering for Kristin Murphy
Recording Secretary, Brookhaven Village Association

ADDENDUM: The following bullet points were provided by Reiny Schullman, BVA liaison to Brookhaven National Lab CAC meetings. The bullet points were not read at the December meeting. They were provided by Rainy to Kristin Kirk Murphy via email. 

The bulk of the meeting was the annual groundwater update delivered by Bill Dorsch.  Main points below, to include with the minutes.  Thanks!  -Reiny
	•	Cleanup of volatile organic compounds in nearing completion, after 25 years.  All plumes are greatly diminished, and some are gone.
	•	Cleanup of radiological substances is in similar shape.
	•	Cleanup of recently discovered issues with PFAS and PFOS, and also ethylene dibromide is in early stages.  The extent of the problem is not entirely known, and the behavior of these chemicals underground differs from that of previous chemical spills.  Also air treatment, which is effective for volatile organics, does not work on PFAS, PFOS, and EDB.  Charcoal filtering is required.  They have already treated 400,000 gallons of water and removed close to a pound of PFAS/PFOS.  The situation with these chemicals is further complicated by the changing regulatory environment, which is moving rapidly toward lower limits both for drinking water and for water discharged back to the ground after treatment. 
	•	Finally, Bill Dorsch will retire at the end of this year.  He has been presenting the groundwater update for the entire duration of my involvement with the CAC, which is 20 years or so.  In retirement he hopes to get involved in the Navy-Grumman groundwater contamination cleanup in Bethpage, so BNL's loss is a gain for Bethpage and for LI water in general.





NEXT BVA BOARD MEETING JANUARY 8TH, 2025






     
            
     



